
THE ANNUAL VISIT DIFFERENCE at Maumee Valley Veterinary Clinic PC
Two big differences that you will see when caring for your pet at our clinic is:
       'No backroom out of sight' procedures.  We do everything with the client present, in the room!
       'Consistency of care' with both doctors sharing the same philosophy of care and communication with each other.

At Maumee Valley Veterinary Clinic, we have a plan called the `Pet Wellness Program’ . Drs Nahrwold and Hegerfeld provides pets with a thorough physical
exam every year at the vaccination appointment. The features of this exam include the following aspects, which are not found at most other veterinary 
clinics:

Besides a head to toe physical examination, including the teeth:

One part of the exam that almost no other clinics includes is a videoscope look inside your pet’s ears. This allows you to see the magnified picture on a TV 
monitor at the same time that the doctor sees it. If he finds an infection, then a full ear workup will be done. A full ear workup includes categorizing and saving 
this picture inside the computer and printing the client a picture, so that we can compare the results two weeks later after treatment.

Your pet will also receive a blood pressure reading from a cuff placed on either the tail or the leg. Many clients are surprised to see that we can take a 
blood pressure reading from the tail. Even more impressive is that they watch on the overhead monitor as the pressure is being taken and we can determine if it 
is accurate by watching the reading. A printout is given to the client for their own permanent record.

High blood pressure in a pet is the same kind of silent killer just as in people. The doctor will compare the pressure from year to year to see if it 
changes.

Another test that he does in an EKG heart rhythm that you also watch on the TV monitor. You will also receive a printout for your pet’s records.

Your pet will also receive a fecal parasite test. We feel that it is important to do this at least once per year, because certain parasites in a pet’s stool can also 
be transmitted to people. We want to keep everyone in the family safe. Pets can pick up parasites on a simple walk, if they lick the ground where another 
infected pet had gone. The number of parasite eggs in the amount of stool that is no larger than you little finger tip has a million eggs!

Our average annual appointment usually takes between 20-30 minutes to get all of this done. We don’t like to rush through something that is as
important as this. The average aging of a pet in people years is between 5-7 years equivalent. This would be the same as seeing your own doctor with a 5-
7 year interval, which is a long time. In older pets, when problems start to show up more often, it is advised to have twice per year exams to catch things 
earlier.

All of this, plus the annual vaccinations:
Dogs: a one year rabies vaccination and a combination distemper-parvo-hepatitis- lepto- coronavirus vaccine

(we include the newest 4 strains of lepto that many vaccines do not include)

Cats: a one year rabies vaccination and a combination distemper-rhinotracheitis-chlamydia-calici-leukemia vaccine
(we include the dual strain Calici virus that is a new strain
and many clinics do not protect against it; leukemia virus that many clinics do not include is something we feel is 
important also. Leukemia is usually fatal, and though inside cats are not at high risk, they can still get exposed - 
(ask the doctor how this has happened in real life!).  In addition, any new orphan, strays, or shelter kittens that 
come into the household may carry leukemia and you want your present cats protected!

For Dogs;
Another test that we do is an ELISA heartworm blood test. We also offer a 4-Dx test that also checks for Lyme, Ehrlichia, and Anaplasma which are tick borne 
diseases.
`These are a quick 10 minute test that we do during the exam, similar to a human pregnancy test, except we use a small amount of your dog’s blood. If it is 
negative, then we can talk to you about heartworm prevention. Many people elect the 6 month injection so they do not have to remember to give a pill each 
month. The cost of heartworm prevention depends on the dog’s weight and the type we select.

For Cats:
Do you know that cats are also at risk for heartworms, just like dogs?
If you can allow an extra 10 minutes after you appointment, we would be glad to show you a video about heartworms in cats, and how easy it is to prevent it 
with a chewable treat or topical each month.


